Dear Mr Shackleton,      Dear Sir Shackleton,     Dear Ernest Shackleton,     Dear Sir E. Shackleton, 
I am writing to you regarding your advertisement for crew members for an Antarctic expedition which will be taking place next year- I hope you consider my application. 
I’m writing in response to your advert for your forthcoming expedition to Antarctica that I saw in the local paper. 
I am writing in regard to your recent advertisement in the local paper- to express my desire to be chosen for your forthcoming expedition in the Antarctic next year. 
I am sure there will be a vital need for experienced potential crew-members on board the vessel, and I am sure that my background and level of expertise will convince you to bring me along. My father was a ships-master so I have been boarding boats and fixing motors since I was six years old. I have been studying marine engineering for 6 years now and have involvement in British Armed Forces. Being an engineer, my value to you would be to repair a broken boat motor or any mechanical object on board: I went on an engineer course in Russia- training on board a small sailboat- where the temperature could drop below -15 degrees Celsius, which means I have many survival skills as well. Unfortunately, I was also part of the incident involving the sinking of the Titanic: I escaped the peril without many injuries and was in charge of a life boat. 
I am approximately 6 foot 1 and I weigh about 15 stone which makes me suited to manual labour of this kind. Confidently, I consider myself brave, strong and tough. I also work well with other people so believe I am an excellent team-member; I am used to rationing food and working in the dark due to my previous expeditions. I expect myself to be a physically and mentally strong individual therefore the constant danger will pose me no threat. 
I am convinced that I will be an indispensable member of your crew. As a meteorologist, I have the extraordinary skill of navigation which (on a voyage such as this) will be very useful to you. Like you stated in your advert, I have no serious allergies or conditions so I will be able to eat anything or endure anything we face on board the Endurance. 
I would like to apply for a place as one of your crew members to the voyage to Antarctica. I am sure you will need experienced crew-members on board; I have travelled to Antarctica before (twice as an artist) and I believe that my artwork would benefit you in many ways, such as: letting out the inner soul of the picture and capturing the beautiful essence of the place. I would also like to mention that I returned from the previous adventure completely unharmed. I consider myself to be fit and strong because my father is a coach builder. 
There are some smaller however just as important things you should learn about me. I am more than capable to work alongside animals if you need me to or happen to have any aboard your vessel. If we have to walk long distances or work incredibly long days, I will not be reluctant, after all, exercise is good for you. 
I graduated at the Regent Street Polytechnic School in London after growing up in Portsmouth. From there, I went on to become a school board art teacher for a few years; then I decided to take my art to another level. Since then, I have never stopped because art makes me feel relaxed. 

I hope that I will benefit you in many ways as I am willing and able to do any role you wish to give me- as well as capturing our expedition in paint. I very much hope you consider me for this position; I look forward to hearing from you and meeting with you to discuss the opportunity further. 
You are most welcome to meet with me to discuss my credentials further. I hope to hear from you very soon. 
I would very much appreciate the opportunity to board Endurance and travel to the southern-most point of the world. It would be a pleasure to meet with you and discuss my application in further detail. 


