Have the following bullet points cut out and hidden around the room. Explain that exploring the Antartic in 1914 was about ‘being the first’. Can they be the first to find the facts about Ernest Shackleton? (Keep a count of how many there are!)
Ernest Shackleton led several Polar expeditions, and was one of the best known British explorers of the early 20th century. He is known for coming closest to the location of the South Pole.

He was born near Dublin, Ireland in 1874.

As a child he loved to read, which inspired him to have his own adventures.

At the age of 16 he joined the merchant navy and sailed all over the world.

Ernest Shackleton went on his first Antarctic expedition in 1901, along with Robert Scott and trekked closer to the pole than anyone before him. However, he became very sick and had to go back home early.

In 1908, he went on his second Antarctic expedition, this time as leader, on the ship Nimrod. The team left behind several crates of brandy and whiskey which were found in Antarctica in 2010.

After the Nimrod expedition, Shackleton was regarded as a hero and was awarded a medal by the Royal Geographical Society. He was also knighted, becoming Sir Ernest Shackleton.

During this time, he made money from lecturing about his travels. He also dabbled in Hungarian mining, selling stamps and he created a tobacco company.

Before his next expedition, Shackleton placed a newspaper ad asking for men to join him. The advertisement promised dangerous conditions, low wages and cold temperatures.

