Letter to mum 

When David has just settled into his new home in Devon, he receives this letter from his mother: 

Dear David, 
I hope you're being a good boy for your host family. Remember your manners all the time and make sure you help around the house. 

I bet you are having a lovely time in the countryside. It must be great having all that space to play and all that fresh air. You must let me know all the things you have been up to since you arrived. 

Are you being good at school? I hope you are listening to your teacher and working hard. What is your new school like and how are your classmates? Do they talk funny 

I miss you very much. I'm now in an ack-ack-battery in Kent. I'm living by the sea and I'm sure you would love some of the beaches nearby. We'll come back here together when the war is over. 

Be brave my darling. Remember to keep your chin up and not cry. You have to be the grown man now and mummy loves you very much.

Be good,
all my love,
Mummy
xxx

Planning grid
Make some notes under each of these headings to think about what David will write as a reply (you must use evidence from the text in addition to your imagination). Plan today: you will write the letter tomorrow.

	What will he say about Mr Reynolds and Ann?



	What will he say about life on the farm?



	What will he say about school?



	What will he want to know about his mother?



	How will he reassure her that he has been good and brave?



https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZQLmctHi5bGFY3tCR-zvdrg9_zvRcMoP 
Reading Questions

1. Describe Anne's appearance ( you must refer to the text).
What was different about her? Do you think people in the village treat her differently? 
2. How did David father die? 
3. How long did the walk to school take? 
4. Do you think the author wants us to like Mr Cooper? Use evidence from the text to explain your answer. 
5. What impression do you get of Tucky’s parents? Use evidence from the text to support your opinion. 
6. Why did the war seem so distant and unreal? 

7. Extra question: David’s mother wrote to him and told him she was stationed at an ack-ack battery on the south coast. 
a. Find out what an ack-ack battery was.
b. Where exactly might she have been stationed?

Activity:
Correct the following sentence by adding in the missing punctuation:

good morning children said mr Cooper kindly 
