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The following words are all 
linked by this spelling rule: 

‘i’ before ‘e’ only.



ancient
a n c i e n t
Ancient means very old. 

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



a_ci_nt
anc ie nt

Ancient means…

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



soldier
s o l d i

A soldier is someone who 
fights as part of an army.

e r

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



s_l_i_r
sol d i

Soldier means…

e r

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



sufficient
suf f i

Sufficient means enough.

c i ent

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



s_f_i_ie_t
suff i

Sufficient means…

c ie nt

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



variety
v a r ie

Variety means a diversity, 
range or difference.

t y

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



v_r_e_y
va r ie

Variety means…

t y

‘i’ before ‘e’ only



foreign
f o r eign

Foreign means from another 
country.

‘i’ before ‘e’ only –
exception to the rule



f_r_i_n
fo rei g n

Foreign means …

‘i’ before ‘e’ only –
exception to the rule


