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4c. Can identify key details and use quotes for illustration
Skills Test 2[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]As the year grew old, Alice noticed William furtively sneaking out to the grounds alone, making sure that nobody followed him. Then, one chilly November morning, he appeared in a thick coat and told his family that he was ready for the challenge. Intrigued that his weedy, bookworm of a brother thought he could out-throw him, Max joined Alice and Father by the lake while Isobel sulked in her room. 
Rather like a stage magician, William let his family check that it was a ‘just an ordinary stone’, then proceeded to perform a mysterious sequence of crouching and stretching movements.



1. What evidence is there in the text that William was doing something suspicious outside? 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

2. Give two pieces of evidence from the text which show this is not a united, happy family.
1. ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
Young Billy Moss cursed his luck. It wasn’t his fault he’d fallen asleep. Hadn’t he been watching these blasted sheep since daybreak for over a week now? Mind you, leaving the gate open would take a lot of explaining. No, there was nothing for it; he’d just have to find the silly creature himself. So, making sure the rest of the flock was safely enclosed, he set off.
Low cloud was beginning to swirl around the blunt, rocky peaks as he ventured further down the bleak hillside towards the wooded valley. Of course, he was used to the fickle weather of the dales, but familiarity couldn’t patch a ragged jacket or keep out the rain. What really sent a shiver through his scrawny body, however, was a faint wailing sound, drifting up on the swirling breeze.
‘No such thing as ghosts,’ Billy said out loud without fully convincing himself. Anyway, he reasoned, who heard of ghosts coming out during the hours of daylight? Probably one of those devilish weaving mills, he thought. The valleys were peppered with them, using the swift-flowing streams to drive their infernal machines. Most of the time, you could see their tall chimneys belching out thick smoke, but not now; the dense, dank mist saw to that.


3. Do you think Billy Moss enjoyed his work? Use evidence from the text to explain your answer. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

4. What evidence is there in the text that Billy Moss thought the mills shouldn’t be there? 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________


R4c. Can identify key details and use quotes for illustration. 
ANSWERS
1. The text says that ‘Alice noticed William furtively sneaking out to the grounds alone, making sure that nobody followed him.’ The word furtive means that you’re doing something secretively and he didn’t want anyone to see him, which tells us he was doing something suspicious. 

2. 
1. Max didn’t go out to support his brother throwing the stone – he just wanted to see that he wasn’t going to beat him. He described him as ‘weedy’ which shows he didn’t think a lot of him.
2. ‘Isobel sulked in her room.’ She stayed in her room instead of supporting her brother and being with her family. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]3. No, I don’t think Billy enjoys his work. He doesn’t like the sheep that he looks after. We know this because in the text we see he says ‘blasted sheep’ and also ‘silly creature’. In the text you see he really doesn’t want to have to go out and look for the lost sheep. Billy also doesn’t like getting wet and cold and the text says how his ragged jacket doesn’t keep out the rain. 
4.  Billy calls them the ‘devilish’ weaving mills which shows he thinks very negatively about them. The text also refers to the ‘infernal machines’ and the fact that the chimneys are ‘belching out thick smoke.’ These are all very negative. 
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