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R4c. Can identify key details and use quotes for illustration
Skills Test 3Extract from Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
Ours was the marsh country, down by the river, within, as the river wound, twenty miles of the sea. My first most vivid and broad impression of the identity of things, seems to me to have been gained on a memorable raw afternoon towards evening. At such a time I found out for certain, that this bleak place overgrown with nettles was the churchyard; and that Philip Pirrip, late of this parish, and also Georgiana wife of the above, were dead and buried; and that Alexander, Bartholomew, Abraham, Tobias, and Roger, infant children of the aforesaid, were also dead and buried; and that the dark flat wilderness beyond the churchyard, intersected with dykes and mounds and gates, with scattered cattle feeding on it, was the marshes; and that the low leaden line beyond, was the river; and that the distant savage lair from which the wind was rushing, was the sea;



1. In this extract, the sea has been portrayed as a very inhospitable place.  What evidence is there in the text to support this? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________


2.  Do you think the church graveyard was a pleasant place to be? Use evidence from the text to explain your answer. 





3. What evidence is there in the text that the Mother was worried? Experience of World War II

As soon as darkness fell, a strict blackout was enforced. Hastily, Father engineered some shutters for all the windows made from plywood. This gave us protection against flying glass however it meant we existed in a permanent state of gloom. It added to our depressed mood – a mood shared by the whole country. After a while, an Anderson air raid shelter (named after the Home Secretary Sir John Anderson) was delivered to every home on the street. The shelters were made from corrugated iron and partially buried in a hole, which my dad and uncle spent an entire Sunday afternoon digging out. We all then helped pile the soil, which had been dug out of the hole, onto the top of the shelter. Dad reassured us this would give us good protection from any bombs that might fall from the war planes. I only now realise, later in life, why my mother hurried off at this point – pretending to be busy in the kitchen. She stared out the window a good ten minutes before a knock at the door interrupted her thoughts.  
When the daylight raids started we would rush to the shelters, either at home or at school, scrambling to put on the gas masks that has been issued to us. As time passed however we became inured to the noise of the guns. We no longer rushed to the shelters when the siren sounded and the gas masks lay in the hall cupboard, gathering dust. Several aircraft were shot down near Lemis Park. One, a Hurricane, crashed in nearby Toby Woods and the pilot baled out. We later saw him being taken in the back of an RAF truck. Rumour had it that he was imprisoned as a prisoner of war but no one ever knew what became of him. 




















___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

4. What two pieces of evidence in the text tells you that people became less concerned about air raids? 
· ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

R4c. Can identify key details and use quotes for illustration. 
ANSWERS
1. The sea was described in the text as a ‘distant savage lair‘. The word ‘savage’ is very negative and sounds dangerous while the word ‘lair’ is usually used to describe the home of a wild animal.

2. No, I don’t think it was a pleasant place. The text says that it was a ‘bleak place’ and that it was overgrown with nettles, which are a very stingy plant. 

3. We know because in the text it says my mother hurried off at this point, pretending to be busy in the kitchen. ‘She stared out the window a good ten minutes’ before a knock at the door interrupted her thoughts. This shows she was thinking about something. 

4. 
· The text says that ‘they no longer rushed to the shelters when the siren sounded’.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It also says ‘the gas masks lay in the hall cupboard gathering dust.’
R4c. Can identify key details and use quotes for illustration. Test 3. 
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