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4e. Can identify the main message in a poem or a story
Skills Test 2
Read the texts and answer the questions below. 

Anthem for Doomed Youth by Wilfred Owen 
What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?
Only the monstrous anger of the guns.
Only the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle
Can patter out their hasty orisons.
No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells,
Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs, -
The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;
And bugles calling for them from sad shires.

What candles may be held to speed them all?
Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes
Shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes.
The pallor of girls' brows shall be their pall;
Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,
And each slow dusk a drawing down of blinds.













1. What is the main message throughout this poem? 
                                                                                                                         Tick one
The guns and rifles are an important part of battle.

The poet is comparing the deaths of the soldiers with 
traditional funeral rites and ceremonies.

It is extremely dark and they need some light. 

Battle is very noisy.




2. Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


Stone soup
A kindly, old stranger was travelling when he came upon a village. On his arrival, the villagers feverishly locked their doors and windows. The stranger smiled and asked, “Why are you all so frightened? All I seek is a warm place to rest my head and a simple meal.”
"We don’t have a morsel to eat. We are starving,” the village leader replied. "Keep moving."
"I was planning on cooking some stone soup to share with all of you." The stranger pulled a cauldron from his sack, filled it with water, and began to build a fire under it. He then dropped an ordinary-looking stone from his bag into the water.                                                                                                                
Hearing of food, most of the villagers came out of their homes.  
"Ahh," the stranger said to himself rather loudly, "I do like a tasty stone soup.  What would make this even better would be a little cabbage.”
With that, a villager approached hesitantly, holding a small cabbage he'd been hiding and added it to the pot.
The stranger beamed. "You know, I once had stone soup with cabbage and beef as well, and it was delicious!”
Another villager hunted out some beef . . .  And on it went, through mushrooms, radishes, potatoes, onions and carrots, until there was indeed a feast for everyone in the village to share. 
Amazed by this, the villager leader offered the stranger money for the magic stone, but he refused and set off to travel to the next village.       


3. What is the main message within this story? Explain your answer. 

___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________




















	


4e. Can identify the main message in a poem or story. 
ANSWERS  

1. What is the main message throughout this poem? 
                                                                                                                          Tick one
The guns and rifles are an important part of battle.

The poet is comparing the deaths of the soldiers with [image: ]

traditional funeral rites and ceremonies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
It is extremely dark and they need some light. 

Battle is very noisy.


2. The guns are mentioned in the poem but it doesn’t say they’re important and they’re not mentioned throughout so I didn’t tick this one. There is reference to the dark and noise but again not throughout the poem. The poet throughout the poem writes of choirs, candles, bells and flowers – these are all connected to funerals and so I ticked this one. 
	
3. If individuals don’t have a lot, this leads them to hide away what they do have so that they can keep it for ourselves. The message is that if we share and collect our individual things together, we will have more and be satisfied. In the story, the villagers said they had nothing but thanks to the stranger they each started bringing out small bits of food and they ended up with a lovely meal – much nicer than the small morsel of food they would have had as individuals. 
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