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4e. Can identify the main message in a poem or a story
Skills Test 3
Read the texts below and answer the questions. 

Androcles and the Lion – Aesop’s Fable

Long, long ago a slave named Androcles escaped from his master and fled into the forest. Becoming weary, he could hear a lion moaning and at times roaring terribly somewhere nearby.  

When Androcles came upon the lion, instead of attacking him, the lion kept on groaning and held out his right paw, which was swollen and covered with blood. Looking closely, Androcles saw the problem – a great big thorn pressed into the paw. Plucking up courage, he seized the thorn and pulled it out of the lion’s paw, who roared with pain when the thorn came out, but soon after found such relief from it that he rubbed up against Androcles, and showed that he was truly thankful for being relieved from such pain.
One day, a number of soldiers came marching through the forest and found Androcles. They took him prisoner and brought him back to the town, and he was condemned to death because he had fled from his master.
It was the custom in those days to throw criminals to the lions and not before long, Androcles was led forth into the arena. Sitting in the Royal box, the Emperor gave the signal for the lion to come out and attack Androcles. But instead of charging at Androcles, the animal rubbed up against him, and stroked him with its paw. No one could believe such a sight! It was, of course, the lion which Androcles had met in the forest.









1. Complete the table below ticking True or False. 
	
	True
	False

	The main message of the story is that it is dangerous to go into a forest by yourself. 
	
	

	The main message of the story is that if you help someone, even if you do not know them, they will be grateful and help you in return. 
	
	

	The main message of the story is that someone that you might think is dangerous is actually very friendly. 
	
	




2. Explain your answer using evidence from the text. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________











The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost 
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveller, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;
Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,
And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference.


       


























3.    What is the main message in this poem? 
                                                                                                                                                      Tick one.											    
The poet wishes he had brought a map into the forest to show him the
way. 

             	He doesn’t think he should come back to this place. 
 
	That during his lifetime, the poet has had to choose between two ways 
                      of life. 

	It doesn’t matter which way you choose – the end will always be the 
                   	same.  


4. Explain your answer using evidence from the text. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

	







4e. Can identify the main message in a poem or story. 
ANSWERS  

1. Complete the table below ticking True or False. 
	
	True
	False

	The main message of the story is that it is dangerous to go into a forest by yourself. 
	
	[image: ]

	The main message of the story is that if you help someone, even if you do not know them, they will be grateful and help you in return. 
	[image: ]
	

	The main message of the story is that someone that you might think is dangerous is actually very friendly. 
	
	[image: ]




2.  
I know that the message isn’t that the forest is dangerous as he could have come across the lion somewhere else and the arena was equally dangerous! 
The lion was friendly but this was only because Androcles has helped him. If it had been another lion he probably would have been killed in the arena. 
Androcles must have been very scared of the lion roaring but he still helped him and in return, when the lion should have killed him he instead was kind, stroked him and helped him in return by not attacking him. So I know that this is the true statement. 


3. What is the main message in this poem? 
                                                                                                                                                      Tick one											    
The poet wishes he had brought a map into the forest to show him the
way. 

             	He doesn’t think he should come back to this place. 
 
That during his lifetime, the poet has had to choose between two ways [image: ]

              	of life. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It doesn’t matter which way you choose – the end will always be the 
                 	same.  





4. 
The poem discusses different ways the poet can take but doesn’t mention needing a guide or map for this. 
The poem mentions not coming back but this isn’t mentioned again and isn’t the whole meaning of the poem. 
At the end of the poem, it says that his life is different because of the choices he’s made so I know the last statement isn’t correct. 
I know that the poet has had to choose one of two roads and these roads have represented the two different ways of life that he had to choose between. So the statement that during his lifetime, the poet has had to choose between two ways of life is the correct one. 
4e. Can identify the main message. Test 3. 
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