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capital city: the city where a country’s government is located such as London or Edinburgh
country: an area of land that has its own government, such as the UK or France
feature: something you would find in a place that is usually there (such as a hill or a house)
map symbol: a small picture on a map that shows you where different things are (such as a bus station or a school)
rain gauge: a tool you can use to show how much it has rained
route: how you get from one place to another (for example, “you walk up the hill and turn towards the school when you get to the top)”
rural:  a rural area has fewer people living there. Rural areas include the countryside, villages and hamlets.
season:  a time of the year with a particular type of weather
settlement: a place where people live
temperature: how hot or cold it is  
urban: an urban area has lots of people living there. Towns, cities and suburbs are all urban areas.
adapt: find ways to survive in a place (such as using less water in a desert or keeping warm near the North Pole)
continent: a very large area of land
crops: plants that are grown to be used or sold (such as rice, corn or fruit)
The Equator: an invisible line that runs around the centre of the Earth, halfway between the North and South Poles
habitat: the natural home of an animal or plant
hemisphere: half of the globe
ocean: a huge area of salty water
population: the number of people living in a place
wildlife: the wild animals and plants in an area
climate: long-term weather patterns
climate zone: a part of the world where places have a similar climate (i.e. arid, Mediterranean, temperate, tropical, polar)
culture: how a group of people does things as part of their way of life
human features: features of a place that are a result of human activity, such as shops, farms, homes and roads
landscape: what you can see when you look across an area of land
latitude: distance from the Equator
longitude: distance from the Prime Meridian 
manufacturing: making things, for example, in factories
physical features: natural features of a place, such as mountains, rivers and seas
Precipitation: rain, hail, fog, sleet and snow 
recreation: enjoyable activities, such as swimming or listening to music
state: an area of land with its own government.  There are 50 states in the USA
tourism: travelling as a holidaymaker or sightseer 
trade: exchanging goods or services, usually for money
agriculture: farming
biodiversity: the number of different types of plants and animals found in a particular environment
biome: a community of plants and animals that is suited to a particular climate
drainage: how water flows away from an area through rivers and streams
ecosystem: a community of plants and animals that affect each other and the area around them 
equatorial: the hot, wet climate in areas close to the Equator
erosion: how wind, water and waves break down and remove rock and soil 
flood management: stopping or controlling floods
flood prevention: stopping floods
irrigation: the supply of water, especially for growing crops
Prime Meridian: the line of longitude from which time is measured
rainforests: forests that are home to many different types of plants and animals. They are located close to the Equator in places with a tropical climate, which is warm and wet all year round. 
river basin: the area of land drained by a river and all its tributaries
border:  A line that separates two countries. You may need a passport to pass from one country to the other
dome mountains: mountains formed by magma pushing upwards, but without a volcanic eruption 
dormant: a dormant volcano is one, like Kilimanjaro, that has not erupted for a long time
epicentre: where an earthquake starts and is felt most strongly
European Union:  a group of countries in Europe that co-operate on trade and many other aspects of life
fault-block mountains: mountains formed by parts of a broken plate being forced upwards
fire mountains: mountains formed by volcanic eruptions
fold mountains: mountains formed by the earth’s plates pushing together
scale bar:  a line that shows how many kilometres there would be in the real world for every centimetre on a map
tsunami: a huge, powerful wave caused by an earthquake
development: how places and communities change
economy: the wealth and resources of a place
grid reference: a set of numbers used to find particular places on a map
industry: the production of goods (such as cars) or services (such as tourism or entertainment)
land use: what land is used for (such as housing, recreation, farming, etc.)
sustainable development:  change that respects the natural environment and doesn’t harm future generations

